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In the Earliest Cities 

Q1. How the life of farmers and herders who supplied food to the Harappan 

cities was different from that of the farmers and herders? 

Ans.  Following are the difference: 

i. Harappan farmers and herders used wooden plough to dig the earth 

for turning the soil and planting seeds. Earlier farmers and herders used 

mortars and pestle for grinding grains.  

ii. Harappan farmers and herders used some form of irrigation. Water 

was stored and supplied to the fields when the plants were growing. 

Earlier farmers and herders did not practice irrigation. 

iii. Harappan farmers stored grains in well-built granaries. Earlier 

farmers stored grains in clay pots, basket etc. 

iv. Harappan farmers and herders lived in the countryside. There were 

no cities in earlier times. 

Q2. What was special about Harappan cities? 

Ans. Special feature about Harappan cities 

i. Many of these cities were divided into two or more parts. Usually, 

the part to the west was smaller but higher and is called the citadel. 

Generally, the part to the east was larger but lower and is called the 

lower town.  

ii. Very often walls of baked brick were built around each part. The 

bricks were laid in an interlocking pattern and that made the walls strong. 

iii. In some cities, special buildings were constructed on the citadel. 

For example, in Mohenjodaro, a very special tank called the Great Bath 

was built in this area. 

iv. Other cities, such as Kalibangan and Lothal had fire altars, where 

sacrifices may have been performed. 

 


