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Rural Livelihoods

Q1. Apart from farming how else does Ramalingam earn?
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Q2. What are the main activities of people living near coastal village areas?
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Q3. What causes distress among the farmers?
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Apart from farming how else does Ramalingam earn?

Ramalingam owns a rice mill and a shop selling seeds, pesticides etc. He
buy paddy from within the village and from surrounding villages. The rice
that is produced in the mill is sold to traders in nearby towns. This gives

them a substantial income.

What are the main activities of people living near coastal village areas?
People in villages near coastal areas earn their livelihood by fishing. Their
houses are close to sea and one finds rows of catamarans and nets lying
around. At about 7 a.m. there are lot of activities on beach, this is the
time when catamarans return with their catch and women gather to buy

and sell fish.

What causes distress among the farmers?

When crops ruin, farmers sometimes are unable to pay back their loans.
And, for the family to survive, they may even have to borrow more
money. Soon the loan becomes so large that no matter what they earn,
they are unable to repay. This is how they are caught in debt. This has

become a major cause of distress among farmers.



