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Law and Social Justice

Q1. Write a paragraph on the various roles of the government that you have
read about in this unit.
Ans.

Q2. What do you think the famous cartoonist R.K. Laxman is trying to convey
in this cartoon? How does it relate to the 2006 law that you read about
on page 1257

Ans.
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Write a paragraph on the various roles of the government that you have
read about in this unit.

The government plays a large number of roles in any state. This includes
providing public facilities like water supply, healthcare and sanitation and
ensuring that these amenities are not overtaken by private enterprises;
the government also plays a pivotal role in law enforcement, which is of
utmost importance in the economic sector. The government makes laws
to protect workers in production factories- laws on minimum wages,
controlling working conditions and safety measures. .It also. makes laws
for markets that protect consumers against over-pricing and sub-
standard products. The government has a law against child labour and it
also punishes organizations that do not follow policies put in place to
protect the environment against pollution.

What do you think the famous cartoonist R.K. Laxman is trying to convey
in this cartoon? How does it relate to the 2006 law that you read about
on page 1257
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It’s really cruel burdening kids like this_ | had to hire that
boy to help my son!

The famous cartoonist R.K. Laxman, in this cartoon, is trying to convey
an ironical perception of the double standards and hypocrisy some of us
follow. A mother is complaining about the heavy bags that children are
made to carry to school, but she hires another “child” servant to do the
same without a wee bit of sympathy for the less fortunate child who has
to work and earn a living.

This relates to the 2006 Child Labour Prevention Act that banned children
under the age of 14 years from work, making it a punishable offence for
those who employed these children. Unfortunately, 74% of child
domestic labour today is under the age of 16. R.K. Laxman, in his
cartoon, is pointing towards this very glitch and how the government has
not taken adequate action to enforce this law.
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