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Law and Social Justice 
 

Q1. How was environment treated earlier? What has been the change in 

perception? Discuss. 

Ans.  __________________________________________________________ 
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Q2. What do we mean when we speak of law enforcement? Who is 

responsible for enforcement? Why is enforcement so important? 

Ans. __________________________________________________________ 
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Law and Social Justice 
 

Q1. How was environment treated earlier? What has been the change in 

perception? Discuss. 

Ans.  There were very few laws protecting the environment in India, and the 

there was hardly any enforcement of these laws. The environment was 

treated as a ‘free’ entity and any industry could pollute the air and water 

without any restrictions. Whether it was our rivers, air, groundwater - the 

environment was being polluted and the health of people disregarded. 

Now there has been the change in perception. Indian government 

introduced new laws on the environment. Henceforth, the polluter was to 

be held accountable for the damage done to environment. The courts 

also gave a number of judgments upholding the right to a healthy 

environment as intrinsic to the Fundamental Right to Life. 

Q2. What do we mean when we speak of law enforcement? Who is 

responsible for enforcement? Why is enforcement so important? 

Ans. Law enforcement is any system by which some members of society act in 

an organized manner to enforce the law by discovering, deterring, 

rehabilitating, or punishing people who violate the rules and norms 

governing that society. The government is responsible for the 

enforcement of law. Enforcement is so important because merely making 

laws is not enough. The government has to ensure that these laws are 

implemented. Enforcement becomes even more important when the law 

seeks to protect the weak from the strong. For instance, to ensure that 

every worker gets fair wages, the government has to regularly inspect 

work sites and punish those who violate the law. 

 


