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Public Facilities 
 

Q1. Why are most of the private hospitals and private schools located in 

major cities and not in towns or rural areas? 

Ans.  The private hospitals and private schools are opened with the sole 

motive of earning profit. They charge high amount of money from their 

customers. The hefty amount of money; charged by such hospitals and 

schools; can only be affordable for people in major cities. Thus, most of 

the private hospitals and private schools located in major cities and not 

in towns or rural areas. 

Q2. What are the characteristics of Public Facilities? 

Ans. The important characteristic of a public facility is that once it is provided, 

its benefits can be shared by many people. For instance, a school in the 

village will enable many children to get educated. Similarly, the supply 

of electricity to an area can be useful for many people: farmers can run 

pumpsets to irrigate their fields, people can open small workshops that 

run on electricity, students will find it easier to study and most people in 

the village will benefit in some way or the other. 

Q3. Do you think water in Chennai is available and affordable by all? Discuss. 

Ans. Water supply in Chennai is marked by shortages. Municipal supply meets 

only about half the needs of the people of the city, on an average. There 

are areas which get water more regularly than others. Those areas that 

are close to the storage points get more water whereas colonies further 

away receive less water. The burden of shortfalls in water supply falls 

mostly on the poor. The middle class, when faced with water shortages, 

are able to cope through a variety of private means such as digging 

borewells, buying water from tankers and using bottled water for 

drinking. Apart from the availability of water, access to ‘safe’ drinking 

water is also available to some and this depends on what one can afford. 

 


