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Confronting Marginalisation

Q1. Why do Adivasi activists, including C.K. Janu, believe that Adivasis can
also use this 1989 Act to fight against dispossession? Is there anything
specific in the provisions of the Act that allows her to believe this?

Ans.

Q2. How does the reservation policy work?

Ans.

Q3. What is Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 20067
Ans.
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Why do Adivasi activists, including C.K. Janu, believe that Adivasis can
also use this 1989 Act to fight against dispossession? Is there anything
specific in the provisions of the Act that allows her to believe this?

The 1989 Act is important as Adivasi activists refer to it to defend their

right to occupy land that was traditionally theirs. This Act merely
confirms what has already been promised to tribal people in the
Constitution - that land belonging to tribal people cannot be sold to or
bought by non-tribal people. In cases where this ‘has happened, the

Constitution guarantees the right of tribal people to re-possess their land.

How does the reservation policy work?

Governments across India have their ‘own list of Scheduled Castes (or
Dalits), Scheduled Tribes and backward and most backward castes. The
central government too has its list.. Students applying to educational
institutions and those applying for posts in government are expected to
furnish proof of their caste or tribe status, in the form of caste and tribe
certificates. If a particular Dalit caste or a certain tribe is on the
government list, thena candidate from that caste or tribe can avail of the

benefit of reservation.

What is Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006?
The central._government passed the Scheduled Tribes and Other

Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006.

i This Act is meant to undo the historical injustices meted out to
forest dwelling populations in not recognising their rights to land and
resources.

ii. This Act recognises their right to homestead, cultivable and grazing
land and to non-timber forest produce.

iii.  The Act also points out that the rights of forest dwellers includes

conservation of forests and bio-diversity.
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