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Understanding Laws 

Q1. Mention the ways in which the Indians played an important role in the 

evolution of rule of law during colonial period. 

Ans.  __________________________________________________________ 
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Q2. Write in your own words what you understand by the term the „rule of 

law‟. In your response include a fictitious or real example of a violation of 

the rule of law. 
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Understanding Laws 
 

Q1. Mention the ways in which the Indians played an important role in the 

evolution of rule of law during colonial period. 

Ans.  There were several ways in which Indians played a major role in the 

evolution of the rule of law during the colonial period. 

i. Indian nationalists began protesting and criticising this arbitrary 

use of authority by the British. They also began fighting for greater 

equality and wanted to change the idea of law from a set of rules that 

they were forced to obey, to law as including ideas of justice.  

ii. By the end of the nineteenth century, the Indian legal profession 

also began emerging and demanded respect in colonial courts. They 

began to use law to defend the legal rights of Indians.  

iii. Indian judges also began to play a greater role in making decisions. 

Q2. Write in your own words what you understand by the term the „rule of 

law‟. In your response include a fictitious or real example of a violation of 

the rule of law. 

Ans. What the rule of law means is that all laws apply equally to all citizens of 

the country and no one can be above the law. Neither a government 

official, nor a wealthy person nor even the President of the country is 

above the law.  

For example: Most politicians and businessmen today own property and 

wealth worth crores but they do not even file tax returns on the same. 

The assets they declare are probably not even half of what they originally 

own. However, an ordinary income tax official cannot dare to question 

them for fear of losing his job, because the former have “power” and 

“contact” that this official does not possess. 

 


