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Understanding Laws 

Q1. Describe the ways in which the citizens can express their views in 

relation to laws made in the Parliament. 

Ans.  __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Q2. Elaborate the arguments given by the historians against the British rule 

of law in India. 

Ans. __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Q3. Write in your own words what you understand by the following sentence 

on page 44-45: They also began fighting for greater equality and wanted 

to change the idea of law from a set of rules that they were forced to 

obey, to law as including ideas of justice. 

Ans. __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
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Understanding Laws 
 

Q1. Describe the ways in which the citizens can express their views in 

relation to laws made in the Parliament. 

Ans.  Citizens can express their views in relation to laws made in the 

Parliament in the following ways: 

i. by holding public meetings, 

ii. by writing about it in newspapers, 

iii. by reporting to TV news channels etc. 

Q2. Elaborate the arguments given by the historians against the British rule 

of law in India. 

Ans. It is often believed that it was the British colonialists who introduced the 

rule of law in India. Historians have disputed this claim on several 

grounds, two of which include: first that colonial law was arbitrary, and 

second that the Indian nationalists played a prominent role in the 

development of the legal sphere in British India. One example of the 

arbitrariness that continued to exist as part of British law is the Sedition 

Act of 1870. 

Q3. Write in your own words what you understand by the following sentence 

on page 44-45: They also began fighting for greater equality and wanted 

to change the idea of law from a set of rules that they were forced to 

obey, to law as including ideas of justice. 

Ans. This line refers to the protests of Indian nationalists against arbitrary use 

of authority by the British. By the end of the nineteenth century, the 

Indian legal profession also began emerging and demanded respect in 

colonial courts. They began to use law to defend the legal rights of 

Indians. Indian judges also began to play a greater role in making 

decisions. Therefore, there were several ways in which Indians played a 

major role in the evolution of the rule of law during the colonial period. 

 


