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Why Do We Need a Parliament? 
 

Q1. How is a national government selected? 

Ans.  After the Lok Sabha elections, a list is prepared showing how many MPs 

belong to each political party. For a political party to form the 

government, they must have a majority of elected MPs. Since there are 

543 elected (plus 2 Anglo-Indian nominated) members in Lok Sabha, to 

have a majority a party should have at least half the number i.e. 272 

members or more. 

Q2. Write a short note on Lok Sabha. 

Ans. Lok Sabha 

i. One of the most important functions of the Lok Sabha is to select 

the executive. The executive is a group of persons who work together to 

implement the laws made by the Parliament.  

ii. The Prime Minister of India is the leader of the ruling party in the 

Lok Sabha. 

iii. Lok Sabha (House of the People), with a total membership of 545, 

is presided over by the Speaker. 

Q3. What is ‘Question Hour’ in Parliament? 

Ans. The Parliament, while in session, begins with a question hour. The 

question hour is an important mechanism through which MPs can elicit 

information about the working of the government. This is a very 

important way through which the Parliament controls the executive. By 

asking questions the government is alerted to its shortcomings, and also 

comes to know the opinion of the people through their representatives in 

the Parliament, i.e. the MPs. 

 


