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India After Independence  
 

Q1. Under what circumstances a compromise was made with respect to 

language? 

Ans.  Many members believed that the English language should leave India 

with the British rulers. Its place, they argued, should be taken by Hindi. 

However, those who did not speak Hindi were of a different opinion. 

Speaking in the Assembly, T.T. Krishnamachari conveyed “a warning on 

behalf of people of the South”, some of whom threatened to separate 

from India if Hindi was imposed on them. A compromise was finally 

arrived at: namely, that while Hindi would be the “official language” of 

India, English would be used in the courts, the services, and 

communications between one state and another. 

Q2. Under what circumstances a new state of Andhra Pradesh came into 

being 

Ans. The Kannada speakers, Malayalam speakers, the Marathi speakers, had 

all looked forward to having their own state. The strongest protests, 

however, came from the Telugu-speaking districts of what was the 

Madras Presidency. When Nehru went to campaign there during the 

general elections of 1952, he was met with black flags and slogans 

demanding “We want Andhra”. In October of that year, a veteran 

Gandhian named Potti Sriramulu went on a hunger fast demanding the 

formation of Andhra state to protect the interests of Telugu speakers. As 

the fast went on, it attracted much support. Hartals and bandhs were 

observed in many towns. On 15 December 1952, fifty-eight days into his 

fast, Potti Sriramulu died. The protests were so widespread and intense 

that the central government was forced to give in to the demand. Thus, 

on 1 October 1953, the new state of Andhra Pradesh came into being. 

 


