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India After Independence  
 

Q1. How have the powers and functions of the central and state governments 

have been divided by the constitution? 

Ans.  The Constitution of India provides for a division of powers between the 

Union (Centre) and states. It divides all the subjects into 3 lists: a Union 

List, with subjects such as taxes, defence and foreign affairs, which 

would be the exclusive responsibility of the Centre; a State List of 

subjects, such as education and health, which would be taken care of 

principally by the states; a Concurrent List, under which would come 

subjects such as forests and agriculture, in which the Centre and the 

states would have joint responsibility. 

Q2. What created the problems in unifying the people of India after it got 

independence? 

Ans. The problems were: 

i. India’s population in 1947 was large, almost 345 million. It was 

also divided. There were divisions between high castes and low castes, 

between the majority Hindu community and Indians who practised other 

faiths.  

ii. The citizens of this vast land spoke many different languages, wore 

many different kinds of dress, ate different kinds of food and practised 

different professions. 

 


