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The Making of the National Movement 1870s-1947 
 

Q1. What were the consequences of partition of Bengal? 

Ans.  Consequences of partition of Bengal  

i. The partition of Bengal infuriated people all over India. All sections 

of the Congress – the Moderates and the Radicals, opposed it.  

ii. Large public meetings and demonstrations were organised and 

novel methods of mass protest developed.  

iii. The struggle that unfolded came to be known as the Swadeshi 

movement, strongest in Bengal but with echoes elsewhere too – in 

deltaic Andhra for instance, it was known as the Vandemataram 

Movement. 

Q2. Under what circumstances did Mahatma Gandhi initiate Quit India 

Movement? 

Ans. In September 1939, after two years of Congress rule in the provinces, 

the Second World War broke out. Critical of Hitler, Congress leaders were 

ready to support the British war effort. But in return they wanted that 

India be granted independence after the war. The British refused to 

concede the demand. The Congress ministries resigned in protest. 

Mahatma Gandhi decided to initiate a new phase of movement against 

the British in the middle of the Second World War. The British must quit 

India immediately, he told them. To the people he said, “do or die” in 

your effort to fight the British – but you must fight non-violently. 

 


