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The Making of the National Movement 1870s-1947 
 

Q1. What was khilafat agitation? 

Ans.  In 1920 the British imposed a harsh treaty on the Turkish Sultan or 

Khalifa. People were furious about this as they had been about the 

Jallianwala massacre. Also, Indian Muslims were keen that the Khalifa be 

allowed to retain control over Muslim sacred places in the erstwhile 

Ottoman Empire. The leaders of the Khilafat agitation, Mohammad Ali 

and Shaukat Ali, now wished to initiate a full-fledged Non-Cooperation 

Movement. Gandhiji supported their call and urged the Congress to 

campaign against “Punjab wrongs” (Jallianwala massacre), the Khilafat 

wrong and demand swaraj. 

Q2. Who were the Moderates? How did they propose to struggle against 

British rule? 

Ans. It has often been said that the Congress in the first twenty years was 

“moderate” in its objectives and methods. The congress leaders of this 

period were called „moderates‟. The Moderate leaders wanted to develop 

public awareness about the unjust nature of British rule. They published 

newspapers, wrote articles, and showed how British rule was leading to 

the economic ruin of the country. They criticised British rule in their 

speeches and sent representatives to different parts of the country to 

mobilise public opinion. They felt that the British had respect for the 

ideals of freedom and justice, and so they would accept the just demands 

of Indians. 

 


