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The Making of the National Movement 1870s-1947 
 

Q1. How was the politics of the Radicals within the Congress different from 

that of the Moderates? 

Ans.  By the 1890s many Indians began to raise questions about the political 

style of the Congress. In Bengal, Maharashtra and Punjab, leaders such 

as Bepin Chandra Pal, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Lala Lajpat Rai were 

beginning to explore more radical objectives and methods. They criticised 

the Moderates for their “politics of prayers”, and emphasised the 

importance of self-reliance and constructive work. They argued that 

people must rely on their own strength, not on the “good” intentions of 

the government; people must fight for swaraj. 

Q2. What caused the partition of Bengal in 1905? 

Ans. In 1905 Viceroy Curzon partitioned Bengal. At that time Bengal was the 

biggest province of British India and included Bihar and parts of Orissa. 

The British argued for dividing Bengal for reasons of administrative 

convenience. But clearly, it was closely tied to the interests of British 

officials and businessmen. Even so, instead of removing the non-Bengali 

areas from the province, the government separated East Bengal and 

merged it with Assam. Perhaps the main British motives were to curtail 

the influence of Bengali politicians and to split the Bengali people. 

 


