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The Making of the National Movement 1870s-1947 
 

Q1. What role did Ambabai play in the Indian freedom struggle? 

Ans.  Ambabai of Karnataka had been married at age twelve. Widowed at 

sixteen, she picketed foreign cloth and liquor shops in Udipi. She was 

arrested, served a sentence and was rearrested. Between prison terms 

she made speeches, taught spinning, and organised prabhat pheris. 

Ambabai regarded these as the happiest days of her life because they 

gave it a new purpose and commitment. 

Q2. Why did Gandhiji choose to break the salt law? 

Ans. Purna Swaraj would never come on its own. It had to be fought for. In 

1930, Gandhiji declared that he would lead a march to break the salt law. 

According to this law, the state had a monopoly on the manufacture and 

sale of salt. Mahatma Gandhi along with other nationalists reasoned that 

it was sinful to tax salt since it is such an essential item of our food. The 

Salt March related the general desire of freedom to a specific grievance 

shared by everybody, and thus did not divide the rich and the poor. 

 


