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The Making of the National Movement 1870s-1947 
 

Q1. Write a short note on Maulana Azad. 

Ans.  Azad was born in Mecca to a Bengali father and an Arab mother. Well-

versed in many languages, Azad was a scholar of Islam and an exponent 

of the notion of wahadat-i-deen, the essential oneness of all religions. An 

active participant in Gandhian movements and a staunch advocate of 

Hindu- Muslim unity, he was opposed to Jinnah’s two-nation theory. 

Q2. List the goals of early political organizations formed in India. 

Ans. Their goals were stated as the goals of all the people of India, not those 

of any one region, community or class. They worked with the idea that 

the people should be sovereign – a modern consciousness and a key 

feature of nationalism. In other words, they believed that the Indian 

people should be empowered to take decisions regarding their affairs. 

Q3. Why did the Congress ministries resign in protest in 1939? 

Ans. In September 1939, after two years of Congress rule in the provinces, 

the Second World War broke out. Critical of Hitler, Congress leaders were 

ready to support the British war effort. But in return they wanted that 

India be granted independence after the war. The British refused to 

concede the demand. The Congress ministries resigned in protest. 

 


