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The Changing World of Visual Arts 

Q1. Describe in your own words one painting from this chapter which 

suggests that the British were more powerful than Indians. How does the 

artist depict this? 
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The Changing World of Visual Arts 
 

Q1. Describe in your own words one painting from this chapter which 

suggests that the British were more powerful than Indians. How does the 

artist depict this? 

Ans.  

 

The discovery of the body of Sultan Tipu by General Sir David Baird, 4 

May 1799, painted by David Wilkie (oil, 1839).  

This painting shows the superiority and dominance of British over the 

Indians. In this painting, General Baird, who led the British army that 

stormed Tipu’s fort, is shown standing triumphantly in the middle. The 

lantern lights up Baird, making him visible to the spectator. Tipu lies 

dead (left corner), his body hidden in semi-darkness. His forces are 

defeated, his royal clothes torn and stripped off. The painting seems to 

announce: this is the fate of those who dare to oppose the British. 

 


