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Women, Caste and Reform 
 

Q1. Why were Christian missionaries attacked by many people in the 

country? Would some people have supported them too? If so, for what 

reasons? 

Ans.  Christian missionaries began setting up schools for tribal groups and 

“lower”-caste children. They were also involved in reform activities as 

they denounced caste system, sati and advocated education of girls. 

They were opposed by the orthodox section of the society as they 

believed that they were trying to interfere in their religious matters. 

Many people also believed that the ultimate motive of the Christian 

missionaries was to convert the people into Christianity. Thus, they were 

attacked mainly by conservative section of people in the society. 

Christian missionaries were supported by many progressive Indians like 

the reformers and the intellectuals who wanted the Indian society to 

reform. Many people who had benefitted from the reform activities of the 

missionaries like the people belonging to various tribes and lower castes 

also supported them. 

Q2. Why were Jyotirao Phule and Ramaswamy Naicker critical of the national 

movement? Did their criticism help the national struggle in any way? 

Ans. Both Jyotirao Phule and Ramaswamy Naicker were critical of the national 

movement. Phule believed that mostly the upper caste leaders were 

involved in the nationalist movement against the British. He believed that 

once the British would leave, the people of upper caste would again use 

their power and authority oppress and subjugate the people belonging to 

lower castes. This would result in division amongst the people. 

Naicker had joined Congress early in his years. He gradually realised that 

even Congress was not free from the evil practice of casteism. When a 

feast was organised by the nationalists within the party, different seating 

arrangements were made for the people of upper and lower castes. This 

made Naicker to believe that the lower castes have to fight their own 

battle. 

Their criticisms did help in the nationalist movement. The forceful 

speeches, writings and movements of lowercaste leaders did lead to 

rethinking and some selfcriticism among upper-caste nationalist leaders. 

 


