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Civilising the “Native”, Educating the Nation 
 

Q1. What was the report of William Adam about education in vernacular 

schools? 

Ans.  The report Adam produced is interesting. 

i. Adam found that there were over 1 lakh pathshalas in Bengal and 

Bihar. These were small institutions with no more than 20 students each. 

These institutions were set up by wealthy people, or the local 

community. At times they were started by a teacher (guru).  

ii. The system of education was flexible. There were no fixed fee, no 

printed books, no separate school building, no benches or chairs, no 

blackboards, no system of separate classes, no rollcall registers, no 

annual examinations, and no regular time-table. In some places classes 

were held under a banyan tree, in other places in the corner of a village 

shop or temple, or at the guru’s home.  

iii. Teaching was oral, and the guru decided what to teach, in 

accordance with the needs of the students. Students were not separated 

out into different classes: all of them sat together in one place. The guru 

interacted separately with groups of children with different levels of 

learning.  

iv. Adam discovered that this flexible system was suited to local 

needs. For instance, classes were not held during harvest time when 

rural children often worked in the fields.  

 


