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Civilising the “Native”, Educating the Nation 
 

Q1. Why did Mahatma Gandhi want to teach children handicrafts? 

Ans.  He argued that education ought to develop a person’s mind and soul. 

Literacy – or simply learning to read and write – by itself did not count as 

education. People had to work with their hands, learn a craft, and know 

how different things operated. This would develop their mind and their 

capacity to understand. 

Q2. What does vernacular mean? Why did the British use this term in colonial 

countries like India? 

Ans. Vernacular is a term generally used to refer to a local language or dialect 

as distinct from what is seen as the standard language. In colonial 

countries like India, the British used the term to mark the difference 

between the local languages of everyday use and English – the language 

of the imperial masters. 

Q3. What do you mean by Tagore’s abode of peace? 

Ans. Tagore was of the view that creative learning could be encouraged only 

within a natural environment. So he chose to set up his school 100 

kilometres away from Calcutta, in a rural setting. He saw it as an abode 

of peace (santiniketan), where living in harmony with nature, children 

could cultivate their natural creativity. 

 


