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Colonialism and the City

Q1. Before 1857, developments in Delhi were somewhat different from those
in other colonial cities. How?
Ans.

Q2. What happened to Delhi after 18577

Ans.

Q3. Write a short note on Lahore Gate Improvement Scheme.

Ans.
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Before 1857, developments in Delhi were somewhat different from those
in other colonial cities. How?
Before 1857, developments in Delhi were somewhat different from those

in other colonial cities. In Madras, Bombay or Calcutta, the living spaces
of Indians and the British were sharply separated. Indians lived in the
“black” areas, while the British lived in well-laid out “white” areas. In
Delhi, especially in the first half of the nineteenth century, the British
lived along with the wealthier Indians in the Walled City. The British
learned to enjoy Urdu/Persian culture and poetry and participated in local

festivals.

What happened to Delhi after 18577?

During the Revolt of 1857, the rebels gathered in the city, and persuaded
Bahadur Shah to become the leader of the uprising. Delhi remained
under rebel control for four months. When the British regained the city,
they embarked on a campaign of revenge and plunder. To prevent
another rebellion, the British exiled Bahadur Shah to Burma (now
Myanmar), dismantled his court, razed several of the palaces, closed

down gardens-and built barracks for troops in their place.

Write a short note on Lahore Gate Improvement Scheme.

In 1888 an extension scheme called the Lahore Gate Improvement
Scheme was planned by Robert Clarke for the Walled City residents. The
idea was to draw residents away from the Old City to a new type of
market square, around which shops would be built. Streets in this
redevelopment strictly followed the grid pattern, and were of identical
width, size and character. Land was divided into regular areas for the
construction of neighbourhoods. Clarkegunj, as the development was

called, remained incomplete and did not help to decongest the Old City.
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