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When People Rebel 
 

Q1. What were the religious causes of the revolt? 

Ans.  The Company allowed Christian missionaries to function freely in its 

domain and even own land and property. In 1850, a new law was passed 

to make conversion to Christianity easier. Many Indians felt that the 

British were destroying their religion; thus, revolted against the British 

rule. 

Q2. How did the last Mughal emperor live the last years of his life? 

Ans. Delhi was recaptured from the rebel forces in September 1857. The last 

Mughal emperor, Bahadur Shah Zafar was tried in court and sentenced to 

life imprisonment. His sons were shot dead before his eyes. He and his 

wife Begum Zinat Mahal were sent to prison in Rangoon in October 1858. 

Bahadur Shah Zafar died in the Rangoon jail in November 1862. 

Q3. What were the social causes of the revolt? 

Ans. The British believed that Indian society had to be reformed. Laws were 

passed to stop the practice of sati and to encourage the remarriage of 

widows. English-language education was actively promoted. Many 

Indians believed that the British were meddling in their social customs 

and their traditional way of life; thus, revolted against the British rule. 

 


