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Ruling the Countryside 
 

Q1. What problems did Permanent Settlement pose? 

Ans.  Problems 

i. Company officials soon discovered that the zamindars were in fact 

not investing in the improvement of land. The revenue that had been 

fixed was so high that the zamindars found it difficult to pay.  

ii. By the first decade of the nineteenth century the situation changed. 

The prices in the market rose and cultivation slowly expanded. This 

meant an increase in the income of the zamindars but no gain for the 

Company since it could not increase a revenue demand that had been 

fixed permanently. 

iii. Some had lost their lands in the earlier years of the settlement; 

others now saw the possibility of earning without the trouble and risk of 

investment. As long as the zamindars could give out the land to tenants 

and get rent, they were not interested in improving the land. 

Q2. How was indigo produced? 

Ans. After harvest, the indigo plant was taken to the vats in the indigo factory. 

Three or four vats were needed to manufacture the dye. Each vat had a 

separate function. The leaves stripped off the indigo plant were first 

soaked in warm water in a vat for several hours. When the plants 

fermented, the liquid began to boil and bubble. Now the rotten leaves 

were taken out and the liquid drained into another vat that was placed 

just below the first vat. In the second vat the solution was continuously 

stirred and beaten with paddles. When the liquid gradually turned green 

and then blue, lime water was added to the vat. Gradually the indigo 

separated out in flakes, a muddy sediment settled at the bottom of the 

vat and a clear liquid rose to the surface. The liquid was drained off and 

the sediment – the indigo pulp – transferred to another vat (known as 

the settling vat), and then pressed and dried for sale. 

 


