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Ruling the Countryside 
 

Q1. How was indigo cultivated under the ryoti system? 

Ans.  Under the ryoti system, the planters forced the ryots to sign a contract, 

an agreement (satta). At times they pressurised the village headmen to 

sign the contract on behalf of the ryots. Those who signed the contract 

got cash advances from the planters at low rates of interest to produce 

indigo. But the loan committed the ryot to cultivating indigo on at least 

25 per cent of the area under his holding. The planter provided the seed 

and the drill, while the cultivators prepared the soil, sowed the seed and 

looked after the crop. When the crop was delivered to the planter after 

the harvest, a new loan was given to the ryot, and the cycle started all 

over again. 

Q2. Describe mahalwari system. 

Ans. In the North Western Provinces of the Bengal Presidency, an Englishman 

called Holt Mackenzie devised the new system which came into effect in 

1822. He felt that the village was an important social institution in north 

Indian society and needed to be preserved. Under his directions, 

collectors went from village to village, inspecting the land, measuring the 

fields, and recording the customs and rights of different groups. The 

estimated revenue of each plot within a village was added up to calculate 

the revenue that each village (mahal) had to pay. This demand was to be 

revised periodically, not permanently fixed. The charge of collecting the 

revenue and paying it to the Company was given to the village headman. 

This system came to be known as the mahalwari settlement. 

 


