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Q1. In what ways does the Indian state work to prevent domination of the 
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Understanding Secularism 
 

Q1. In what ways does the Indian state work to prevent domination of the 

majority religious group? 

Ans.  The Indian State works in various ways to prevent the domination. 

i. First, it uses a strategy of distancing itself from religion. The Indian 

State is not ruled by a religious group and nor does it support any one 

religion. In India, government spaces like law courts, police stations, 

government schools and offices are not supposed to display or promote 

any one religion. 

ii. The second way in which Indian secularism works to prevent the 

above domination is through a strategy of noninterference. This means 

that in order to respect the sentiments of all religions and not interfere 

with religious practices, the State makes certain exceptions for particular 

religious communities. 

iii. The third way in which Indian secularism works to prevent the 

domination listed earlier is through a strategy of intervention. The State 

intervenes in religion in order to end a social practice that it believes 

discriminates and excludes, and that violates the Fundamental Rights of 

people who are citizens of this country. 

 

 

 


