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From Trade to Territory 
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From Trade to Territory 
 

Q1. Give a brief description of all the three Anglo-Maratha wars. 

Ans.  The Marathas were subdued in a series of wars.  

i. In the first war that ended in 1782 with the Treaty of Salbai, there 

was no clear victor.  

ii. The Second Anglo- Maratha War (1803-05) was fought on different 

fronts, resulting in the British gaining Orissa and the territories north of 

the Yamuna River including Agra and Delhi.  

iii. Finally, the Third Anglo-Maratha War of 1817-19 crushed Maratha 

power. The Peshwa was removed and sent away to Bithur near Kanpur 

with a pension. The Company now had complete control over the 

territories south of the Vindhyas. 

Q2. What administrative reformations were brought in the sphere of justice? 

Ans. From 1772 a new system of justice was established. Each district was to 

have two courts – a criminal court (faujdari adalat) and a civil court 

(diwani adalat). Maulvis and Hindu pandits interpreted Indian laws for the 

European district collectors who presided over civil courts. The criminal 

courts were still under a qazi and a mufti but under the supervision of the 

collectors. In 1775 eleven pandits were asked to compile a digest of 

Hindu laws. N.B. Halhed translated this digest into English. By 1778 a 

code of Muslim laws was also compiled for the benefit of European 

judges. Under the Regulating Act of 1773, a new Supreme Court was 

established, while a court of appeal – the Sadar Nizamat Adalat – was 

also set up at Calcutta. 

 


