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How, When and Where 
 

Q1. Why we continue to associate history with a string of dates? 

Ans.  This association has a reason. There was a time when history was an 

account of battles and big events. It was about rulers and their policies. 

Historians wrote about the year a king was crowned, the year he 

married, the year he had a child, the year he fought a particular war, the 

year he died, and the year the next ruler succeeded to the throne. For 

events such as these, specific dates can be determined, and in histories 

such as these, debates about dates continue to be important. 

Q2. How did James Mill view India? 

Ans. James Mill’s view about India 

i. Mill thought that all Asian societies were at a lower level of 

civilisation than Europe.  

ii. According to his telling of history, before the British came to India, 

Hindu and Muslim despots ruled the country. Religious intolerance, caste 

taboos and superstitious practices dominated social life.  

iii. British rule, Mill felt, could civilise India. Mill, in fact, suggested that 

the British should conquer all the territories in India to ensure the 

enlightenment and happiness of the Indian people. For India was not 

capable of progress without British help. 

 


