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How, When and Where 

Q1. How did the invention of the printing press help in spreading news and 

information? 

Ans.  __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Q2. What did the British do to preserve important official documents and 

letters? 

Ans. __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Q3. James Rennel was supporter of British Rule in India. Discuss. 

Ans. __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
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How, When and Where 
 

Q1. How did the invention of the printing press help in spreading news and 

information? 

Ans.  In the early years of the nineteenth century documents were carefully 

copied out and beautifully written by calligraphists. By the middle of the 

nineteenth century, with the spread of printing, multiple copies of these 

records were printed as proceedings of each government department. As 

printing spread, newspapers were published and issues were debated in 

public. Leaders and reformers wrote to spread their ideas, poets and 

novelists wrote to express their feelings. 

Q2. What did the British do to preserve important official documents and 

letters? 

Ans. The British also felt that all important documents and letters needed to 

be carefully preserved. So they set up record rooms attached to all 

administrative institutions. The village tahsildar’s office, the collectorate, 

the commissioner’s office, the provincial secretariats, the lawcourts – all 

had their record rooms. Specialised institutions like archives and 

museums were also established to preserve important records. 

Q3. James Rennel was supporter of British Rule in India. Discuss. 

Ans. Rennel was asked by Robert Clive to produce maps of Hindustan. An 

enthusiastic supporter of British conquest of India, Rennel saw 

preparation of maps as essential to the process of domination. He had 

produced the first map in 1782. The frontispiece to the first map tries to 

suggest that Indians willingly gave over their ancient texts to Britannia – 

the symbol of British power – as if asking her to become the protector of 

Indian culture. 

 


