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How Magnets Were Discovered?

It is said that, there was a shepherd named Magnes, who lived in ancient
Greece. He used to take his herd to the mountains for grazing. He would
take a stick with him to control his herd. The stick had a small piece of
iron attached at one end. One day he was surprised to find that he had to
pull hard to free his stick from a rock on the mountain side. It seemed as
if the stick was being attracted by the rock. The rock was a natural
magnet and it attracted the iron tip of the shepherd's stick. It is said that

this is how natural magnets was discovered.

How can you make a magnet?

Take a rectangular piece of iron. Place it'on the table. Now take a bar
magnet and place one of its poles near one edge of the bar of iron.
Without lifting the bar magnet, move it along the length of the iron bar till
you reach the other end. Now, lift the magnet and bring the pole (the
same pole you started with) to the same point of the iron bar from which
you began. Move the magnet again along the iron bar in the same
direction as you did before. Repeat this process about 30-40 times. Bring
a pin or some_iron filings near the iron bar to check whether it has
become a magnet. If not, continue the process for some more time.
Remember that the pole of the magnet and the direction of its movement

should not change.




