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Q1. What is slash and burn practice? 
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Q2. Amazon Basin is extraordinarily rich in the variety of life found here. 
Discuss. 

Ans. __________________________________________________________ 
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Human Environment Interactions - The Tropical and the Subtropical 

Region 
 

Q1. What is slash and burn practice? 

Ans.  Slash and Burn is a way of cultivating land where farmers clear a piece of 

land by slashing or cutting down trees and bushes. These are then burnt, 

which releases the nutrients into the soil. Now crops are grown in this 

cleared field for a few years. After repeatedly using the patch of land, the 

soil looses its nutrients. So it is abandoned. Then they clear another plot 

of land to plant. In the meantime young trees grow in the old field. In 

this way soil fertility is restored. People can then return to it and start 

cultivating it again. 

Q2. Amazon Basin is extraordinarily rich in the variety of life found here. 
Discuss. 

Ans. The rainforest is rich in fauna. Birds such as toucans, humming birds, 

bird of paradise with their brilliantly coloured plumage, oversized bills for 

eating make them different from birds we commonly see in India. These 

birds also make loud sounds in the forests. Animals like monkeys, sloth 

and ant-eating tapirs are found here. Various species of reptiles and 

snakes also thrive in these jungles. Crocodiles, snakes, pythons abound. 

Anaconda and boa constrictor are some of the species. Besides, the basin 

is home to thousands of species of insects. Several species of fishes 

including the flesh eating Piranha fish is also found in the river. This basin 

is thus extraordinarily rich in the variety of life found there. 

 


