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Human Environment-Settlement, Transport and Communication 
 

Q1. Write short notes on airways? 

Ans.  This is the fastest way of transport developed in the early twentieth 

century. It is also the most expensive due to high cost of fuels. Air traffic 

is adversely affected by bad weather like fog and storms. It is the only 

mode of transport to reach the most remote and distant areas especially 

where there are no roads and railways. Helicopters are extremely useful 

in most inaccessible areas and in time of calamities for rescuing people 

and distributing food, water, clothes and medicines. Some of the 

important airports are Delhi, Mumbai, New York, London, Paris, Frankfurt 

and Cairo. 

Q2. Write a short note on railways. 

Ans. The railways carry heavy goods and people over long distances quickly 

and cheaply. The invention of the steam engine and the Industrial 

Revolution helped in speedy development of rail transport. Diesel and 

electric engines have largely replaced the steam engines. In places 

superfast trains have been introduced to make the journey faster. The 

railway network is well developed over the plain areas. Advanced 

technological skills have enabled laying of railway lines in difficult 

mountain terrains also. But these are much fewer in number. Indian 

railway network is well developed. It is the largest in Asia. 

 


