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Water 
 

Q1. What are the major movements of ocean water? 

Ans.  The movements that occur in oceans can be broadly categorised as: 

waves, tides and currents. 

Waves - When the water on the surface of the ocean rises and falls 

alternately, they are called waves. Waves are formed when winds scrape 

across the ocean surface. The stronger the wind blows, the bigger the 

wave becomes. 

 

Tides - The rhythmic rise and fall of ocean water twice in a day is called a 

tide. It is high tide when water covers much of the shore by rising to its 

highest level. It is low tide when water falls to its lowest level and 

recedes from the shore. The strong gravitational pull exerted by the sun 

and the moon on the earth’s surface causes the tides. 

 

Ocean Currents - Ocean currents are streams of water flowing constantly 

on the ocean surface in definite directions. The ocean currents may be 

warm or cold. Generally, the warm ocean currents originate near the 

equator and move towards the poles. The cold currents carry water from 

polar or higher latitudes to tropical or lower latitudes. The Labrador 

Ocean current is cold current while the Gulf Stream is a warm current. 

 


