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Tribes, Nomads and Settled Communities 
 

Q1. How do the present day historians use to write tribal histories? 

Ans.  Contemporary historians and travellers give very scanty information 

about tribes. A few exceptions apart, tribal people did not keep written 

records. But they preserved rich customs and oral traditions. These were 

passed down to each new generation. Present day historians have started 

using such oral traditions to write tribal histories. 

Q2. Who were Ahoms? How did they build a large state? 

Ans. The Ahoms migrated to the Brahmaputra valley from present-day 

Myanmar in the thirteenth century. They created a new state by 

suppressing the older political system of the bhuiyans (landlords). During 

the sixteenth century, they annexed the kingdoms of the Chhutiyas 

(1523) and of Koch-Hajo (1581) and subjugated many other tribes. 

Q3. How do Nomadic Pastoralists live and earn? 

Ans. Nomadic pastoralists moved over long distances with their animals. 

They lived on milk and other pastoral products. They also exchanged 

wool, ghee, etc., with settled agriculturists for grain, cloth, utensils and 

other products. They bought and sold these goods as they moved from 

one place to another, transporting them on their animals. 

 

 


