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Tribes, Nomads and Settled Communities 
 

Q1. Write about the occupation of Ahom society. 

Ans.  Almost all adult males served in the army during war. At other times, 

they were engaged in building dams, irrigation systems and other public 

works. The Ahoms also introduced new methods of rice cultivation. 

Q2. Who were Gonds? 

Ans. The Gonds lived in a vast forested region called Gondwana – or “country 

inhabited by Gonds”. They practised shifting cultivation. The Gonds were 

found in great numbers across the present-day states of Chhattisgarh, 

Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh. 

Q3. Write about the administrative system Gond Kingdoms. 

Ans. The administrative system of these kingdoms was becoming centralised. 

The kingdom was divided into garhs. Each garh was controlled by a 

particular Gond clan. This was further divided into units of 84 villages 

called chaurasi. The chaurasi was subdivided into barhots which were 

made up of 12 villages each. 

Q4. Explain the term 'khel' in reference to Ahom society. 

Ans. Ahom society was divided into clans or khels. There were very few castes 

of artisans, so artisans in the Ahom areas came from the adjoining 

kingdoms. A khel often controlled several villages. The peasant was given 

land by his village community. Even the king could not take it away 

without the community’s consent. 

 

 


