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Rulers and Buildings 
 

Q1. Why temples were built by rulers? 

Ans.  Temples were beautifully constructed because they were places of 

worship. They were also meant to demonstrate the power, wealth and 

devotion of the patron. As each new dynasty came to power, kings 

wanted to emphasise their moral right to be rulers. Constructing places 

of worship provided rulers with the chance to proclaim their close 

relationship with God, especially important in an age of rapid political 

change. 

Q2. Construction of Rajarajeshvara temple was not easy. Give reason. 

Ans. The Rajarajeshvara temple at Thanjavur had the tallest shikhara 

amongst temples of its time. Constructing it was not easy because there 

were no cranes in those days and the 90 tonne stone for the top of the 

shikhara was too heavy to lift manually. So the architects built an 

inclined path to the top of the temple, placed the boulder on rollers and 

rolled it all the way to the top. The path started more than 4 km away so 

that it would not be too steep. This was dismantled after the temple was 

constructed. 

Q3. Write about shah Jahan audience hall. 

Ans. Shah Jahan’s audience halls were specially constructed to resemble a 

mosque. The pedestal on which his throne was placed was frequently 

described as the qibla, the direction faced by Muslims at prayer, since 

everybody faced that direction when court was in session. The idea of 

the king as a representative of God on earth was suggested by these 

architectural features. The construction of Shah Jahan’s audience hall 

aimed to communicate that the king’s justice would treat the high and 

the low as equals creating a world where all could live together in 

harmony. 

 


