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The Mughal Empire 
 

Q1. Give a brief account of Akbar Nama and Ain-i Akbari. 

Ans.  Abul Fazl wrote a three-volume history of Akbar’s reign, titled Akbar 

Nama. The first volume dealt with Akbar’s ancestors and the second 

volume recorded the events of Akbar’s reign. The third volume is the Ain-

i Akbari. It deals with Akbar’s administration, household, army, the 

revenues and the geography of his empire. It also provides rich details 

about the traditions and culture of the people living in India. The most 

interesting aspect about the Ain-i Akbari is its rich statistical details about 

things as diverse as crops, yields, prices, wages and revenues. 

Q2. Write about the Mughal relations with other rulers. 

Ans. Mughal rulers campaigned constantly against rulers who refused to 

accept their authority. But as the Mughals became powerful many other 

rulers also joined them voluntarily. The Rajputs are a good example of 

this. Many of them married their daughters into Mughal families and 

received high positions. But many resisted as well. The Sisodiya Rajputs 

refused to accept Mughal authority for a long time. Once defeated, 

however, they were honourably treated by the Mughals, given their lands 

(watan) back as assignments (watan jagir). The careful balance between 

defeating but not humiliating their opponents enabled the Mughals to 

extend their influence over many kings and chieftains. 

 


