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The Mughal Empire 
 

Q1. Why did the Mughals emphasise their Timurid and not their Mongol 

descent? 

Ans.  The Mughals were descendants of two great lineages of rulers. From their 

mother’s side they were descendants of Genghis Khan (died 1227), ruler 

of the Mongol tribes, China and Central Asia. From their father’s side they 

were the successors of Timur (died 1404), the ruler of Iran, Iraq and 

modern-day Turkey. However, the Mughals did not like to be called 

Mughal or Mongol. This was because Genghis Khan’s memory was 

associated with the massacre of innumerable people. It was also linked 

with the Uzbegs, their Mongol competitors. On the other hand, the 

Mughals were proud of their Timurid ancestry, not least of all because 

their great ancestor had captured Delhi in 1398. 

Q2. How important was the income from land revenue to the stability of the 

Mughal Empire? 

Ans. The main source of income available to Mughal rulers was from land 

revenue. The Mughal Empire was very large and therefore for 

administration and maintaining law and order, a huge amount of revenue 

was needed which comes from the land revenue. The land revenue was 

also needed for salaries of the soldiers and officials and welfare works for 

the common people. The enormous wealth and resources commanded by 

the Mughal elite made them an extremely powerful group of people in 

the late seventeenth century. Thus, we can say that land revenue played 

a crucial role in the stability of the Mughal Empire. 

 


