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The Mughal Empire 
 

Q1. What do you know about Mansabdari System? 

Ans.  The term mansabdar refers to an individual who holds a mansab, 

meaning a position or rank. It was a grading system used by the Mughals 

to fix (1) rank, (2) salary and (3) military responsibilities. 

Q2. What were the military responsibilities of mansabdars? 

Ans. The mansabdar’s military responsibilities required him to maintain a 

specified number of sawar or cavalrymen. The mansabdar brought his 

cavalrymen for review, got them registered, their horses branded and 

then received money to pay them as salary. 

Q3. What power did the nobles exercise during Akbar reign? 

Ans. Akbar’s nobles commanded large armies and had access to large 

amounts of revenue. While they were loyal the empire functioned 

efficiently but by the end of the seventeenth century many nobles had 

built independent networks of their own. Their loyalties to the empire 

were weakened by their own self-interest. 

Q4. What was the relationship between the mansabdar and the jagir? 

Ans. Mansabdars received their salaries as revenue assignments called jagirs. 

Most mansabdars did not actually reside in or administer their jagirs. 

They only had rights to the revenue of their assignments which was 

collected for them by their servants while the mansabdars themselves 

served in some other part of the country. 

 


