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The Delhi Sultans 

 

Q1. What did the Khaljis and Tughluqs help people of humble birth? How did 

this lead to political instability? 

Ans.  The Khaljis and Tughluqs raised people of humble birth, who were often 

their clients, to high political positions. They were appointed as generals 

and governors. 

However, this also introduced an element of political instability. 

Slaves and clients were loyal to their masters and patrons, but not to 

their heirs. New Sultans had their own servants. As a result the accession 

of a new monarch often saw conflict between the old and the new 

nobility. The patronage of these humble people by the Delhi Sultans also 

shocked many elites and the authors of Persian tawarikh criticised the 

Delhi Sultans for appointing the “low and base-born” to high offices. 

Q2. Who was sher shah sur? What was remarkable about his administration? 

Ans. Sher Shah Sur (1540-1545) started his career as the manager of a small 

territory for his uncle in Bihar and eventually challenged and defeated the 

Mughal emperor Humayun (1530-1540, 1555-1556). Sher Shah captured 

Delhi and established his own dynasty. Although the Suri dynasty ruled 

for only fifteen years (1540-1555), it introduced an administration that 

borrowed elements from Alauddin Khalji and made them more efficient. 

Sher Shah’s administration became the model followed by the great 

emperor Akbar (1556-1605) when he consolidated the Mughal Empire. 

 
 


