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The Delhi Sultans

Q1. Discuss the circumstances under which the authors of the Tawarikh wrote
their chronicles.
Ans.

Q2. Describe the ways in which the chieftains arranged for their defence.

Ans.
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Discuss the circumstances under which the authors of the Tawarikh wrote
their chronicles.
About the authors of tawarikh

i. The authors of tawarikh lived in cities (mainly Delhi) and hardly
ever in villages.

ii. They often wrote their histories for Sultans in the hope of rich
rewards.

iii. These authors advised rulers on the need to preserve an “ideal”
social order based on birthright and gender distinctions.

iv.  Their ideas were not shared by everybody.

Describe the ways in which the chieftains arranged for their defence.

Chieftains sometimes fortified themselves in mountains, in rocky, uneven
and rugged places as well as in bamboo groves. In India the bamboo is
not hollow; itis big. Its several parts are so intertwined that even fire
cannot affect them, and they are on the whole very strong. The chieftains
live in these forests which serve them as ramparts, inside which are their
cattle.and their crops. There is also water for them within, that is, rain
water which collects there. Hence they cannot be subdued except by
powerful armies, who entering these forests, cut down the bamboos with

specially prepared instruments.”
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