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The Delhi Sultans

Q1. Who were the bandagans and what was their role in the Delhi Sultanate?

Ans.

Q2. Why do you think Barani criticised the Sultan?

Ans.

Q3. What was the impact of the Mongol invasions on the Delhi Sultanate?

Ans.
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The Delhi Sultans

Q1. Who were the bandagans and what was their role in the Delhi Sultanate?

Ans. The early Delhi Sultans, especially Iltutmish, favoured their special slaves
purchased for military service, called bandagan in Persian. They were
carefully trained to man some of the most important political offices in
the kingdom. Since they were totally dependent upon their master, the

Sultan could trust and rely upon them.

Q2. Why do you think Barani criticised the Sultan?

Ans. Sultan Muhammad Tughluqg appointed Aziz Khummar, a wine distiller,
Firuz Hajjam, a barber, Mank a Tabbakh, a cook, and two gardeners,
Ladha and Pira, to high administrative posts. Ziyauddin Barani, a
midfourteenth century-chronicler, reported their appointments as a sign

of the Sultan’s loss of political judgement and his incapacity to rule.

Q3. What was the impact of the Mongol invasions on the Delhi Sultanate?

Ans. The impact of the Mongol invasions on the Delhi Sultanate

i Alauddin constructed a new garrison town named Siri for his
soldiers. He imposed taxes at 50 per cent of the peasant’s yield to feed
the army. He began to pay his soldiers salaries in cash rather than igtas.
ii. Muhammad Tughluq shifted residents of Delhi to the new capital of

Daulatabad in the south and converted Delhi into garrison town.
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