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New Kings and Kingdoms 
 

Q1. Who were responsible to collect the revenue from the people? 

Ans.  The functionaries for collecting revenue were generally recruited from 

influential families, and positions were often hereditary. This was true 

about the army as well. In many cases, close relatives of the king held 

these positions. 

Q2. Who performed ritual called hiranya garbha and why? 

Ans. In the mid-eighth century, Dantidurga, a Rashtrakuta chief, overthrew his 

Chalukya overlord and performed a ritual called hiranya-garbha (literally, 

the golden womb). When this ritual was performed with the help of 

Brahmanas, it was thought to lead to the “rebirth” of the sacrificer as a 

Kshatriya, even if he was not one by birth. 

Q3. Write a short note on brahmadeya. 

Ans. The term brahmadeya means land gifted to Brahmanas. Each brahmadeya 

was looked after by an assembly or sabha of prominent Brahmana 

landholders. These assemblies worked very efficiently. Their decisions 

were recorded in detail in inscriptions, often on the stone walls of temples. 

Q4. How the committee members for sabha elected? 

Ans. The sabha had separate committees to look after irrigation works, 

gardens, temples, etc. Names of those eligible to be members of these 

committees were written on small tickets of palm leaf and kept in an 

earthenware pot, from which a young boy was asked to pick the tickets, 

one by one for each committee. 

 


