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New Kings and Kingdoms 
 

Q1. What do you know about “tripartite struggle”? 

Ans.  Rulers belonging to the Gurjara-Pratihara, Rashtrakuta and Pala 

dynasties fought for control over Kanauj. Because there were three 

“parties” in this long drawn conflict, historians often describe it as the 

“tripartite struggle”. 

Q2. Who was Vijayalaya? 

Ans. Vijayalaya belonged to the ancient chiefly family of the Cholas from 

Uraiyur. He captured the delta from the Muttaraiyar in the middle of the 

ninth century. He built the town of Thanjavur and a temple for goddess 

Nishumbhasudini there. 

Q3. Why did chola kings give some rich landowners titles like muvendavelan, 

araiyar, etc.? 

Ans. The Chola kings gave some rich landowners titles like muvendavelan (a 

velan or peasant serving three kings), araiyar (chief), etc. as markers of 

respect, and entrusted them with important offices of the state at the 

centre. 

Q4. What were claimed as “rent”? 

Ans. In each of states, resources were obtained from the producers, that is, 

peasants, cattle-keepers, artisans, who were often persuaded or 

compelled to surrender part of what they produced. Sometimes these 

were claimed as “rent” due to a lord who asserted that he owned the 

land. 

 


