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Tracing Changes through A thousand Years 

Q1. What do you know about chronicles? 

Ans.  A chronicle is a record of the rule of the kings and life at the court. Most 

kings had court chroniclers who wrote in detail about what happened 

during their reign. Some important chronicles of the medieval period are: 

i. Rajatarangini by Kalhana, which is a history of the king of Kashmir. 

ii. Tarikh-i-Firoz Shahi by Zia-ud-din Barani, which describes the 

history of the Sultans of Delhi till the reign of Firoz Shah Tughluq. 

iii. Tarikh-e-Ferishta by Ferishta, which is a record of the history of the 

Delhi Sultans, from the time of Turks till the seventeenth century. 

Q2. Our information about the medieval period is much more than the ancient 

period. Give reason. 

Ans. The number and variety of textual records increased dramatically during 

this period. They slowly displaced other types of available information. 

Through this period paper gradually became cheaper and more widely 

available. People used it to write holy texts, chronicles of rulers, letters 

and teachings of saints, petitions and judicial records, and for registers of 

accounts and taxes. Manuscripts were collected by wealthy people, rulers, 

monasteries and temples. They were placed in libraries and archives. 

 


