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Name: ___________________________ Date: __________________ 

Women Change the World 

Q1. Why was Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain stopped from learning Bangla and 

English? How did she learn these languages? 

Ans.  __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Q2. Write short note about Rashsundari Devi and her contribution to society 

in improving women situation. 

Ans. __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Q3. Though literacy rates have increased since independence then what is 

the major concern? 

Ans. __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
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Women Change the World 
 

Q1. Why was Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain stopped from learning Bangla and 

English? How did she learn these languages? 

Ans.  She was stopped from learning Bangla and English. In those days, 

English was seen as a language that would expose girls to new ideas, 

which people thought were not correct for them. Therefore, it was mostly 

boys who were taught English. Rokeya learnt to read and write Bangla 

and English with the support of her elder brother and an elder sister. 

Q2. Write short note about Rashsundari Devi and her contribution to society 

in improving women situation. 

Ans. Rashsundari Devi was born in West Bengal, some 200 years ago. At the 

age of 60, she wrote her autobiography in Bangla. Her book titled Amar 

Jiban is the first known autobiography written by an Indian woman. 

Rashsundari Devi was a housewife from a rich landlord’s family. At that 

time, it was believed that if a woman learnt to read and write, she would 

bring bad luck to her husband and become a widow. Despite this, she 

taught herself how to read and write in secret, well after her marriage. 

Q3. Though literacy rates have increased since independence then what is 

the major concern? 

Ans. According to the 1961 census, about 40 per cent of all boys and men 

were literate compared to just 15 per cent of all girls and women. In the 

most recent census of 2001, these figures have grown to 76 per cent for 

boys and men, and 54 per cent for girls and women. This means that the 

proportion of both men and women who are now able to read and have 

at least some amount of schooling has increased. But, the concern is 

that, the percentage of the male group is still higher than the female 

group. The gap has not gone away. 

 


