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Buildings, Paintings and Books

Q1. What are Puranas?

Ans.

Q2. What is Silappadikaram?

Ans.

Q3. How the technique of making paper spread around the world?

Ans.

Q4. Discuss several stages in building a stupa or a temple.

Ans.
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What are Puranas?

Purana literally mean old. The Puranas contain stories about gods and
goddesses, such as Vishnu, Shiva, Durga or Parvati. They also contain
details on how they were to be worshipped. Besides, there are accounts
about the creation of the world, and about kings.

What is Silappadikaram?

Silappadikaram is a Tamil epic. It was composed by a poet named
Ilango, around 1800 years ago. It is the story of a merchant named
Kovalan, who lived in Puhar and fell in love with a courtesan named
Madhavi, neglecting his wife Kannagi.

How the technique of making paper spread around the world?

The technique of making paper was a closely guarded secret for
centuries. It reached Korea about 1400 years ago, and spread to Japan
soon after. It was known in Baghdad about 1800 years ago. From
Baghdad it spread to Europe, Africa, and other parts of Asia including the
subcontinent.

Discuss several stages in building a stupa or a temple.

First, good quality stone had to be found, quarried, and transported to
the place that was often carefully chosen for the new building. Here,
these rough blocks of stone had to be shaped and carved into pillars, and
panels for walls, floors and ceilings. And then these had to be placed in

precisely the right position.
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