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Buildings, Paintings and Books 
 

Q1. Write about Monolithic temples. 

Ans.  There are Monolithic temples at Mahabalipuram. Each of these was 

carved out of a huge, single piece of stone. While brick structures are 

built up by adding layers of bricks from the bottom upwards. 

Q2. Where are the stories told by ordinary people preserved? 

Ans. Ordinary people also told stories, composed poems and songs, sang, 

danced, and performed plays. Some of these are preserved in collections 

of stories such as the Jatakas and the Panchatantra. 

Q3. What do you know about ‘zero’? 

Ans. While numerals had been used earlier, mathematicians in India invented 

a special symbol for zero. This system of counting was adapted by the 

Arabs and then spread to Europe. It continues to be in use throughout 

the world. 

Q4. What is relic casket? 

Ans. Generally, there is a small box placed at the centre or heart of the stupa. 

This may contain bodily remains (such as teeth, bone or ashes) of the 

Buddha or his followers, or things they used, as well as precious stones, 

and coins. This box, known as a relic casket, was covered with earth. 

 


